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Nurses Fired for Facebook Posts Speak Out
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Harrisburg, Pa. - So you're in your own home, on your own computer,
on your own time, typing on Facebook. It could be your undoing.
Thirteen ER nurses from Harrisburg Hospital were recently fired after
what they thought was an innocent and private online chat.

Facebook is a phenomenon, a wildly popular way to reconnect with
long-lost friends or share common interests with strangers. abc27 has a
Facebook page as a fun way for viewers to reach out to us. But be
careful, that Facebook fun could get you fired.

That happened to 13 ER nurses and staff. They were fired for posts to
what they thought was a private Harrisburg Hospital ER group chat.

"The one posting | put was, "That ABC 27 Talkback:

lady was crazy," said Lee Ann Click Here to
Campbell, one of the fired Comment on this
employees. "There was no name  Story

mentioned, those were the only

four words | said."

But Pinnacle Health had a two-word reply to Campbell: you're fired. The
25-year-old worked six years for Pinnacle.

"I would never have thought that what | posted in the privacy of my own

home would have ever ended up being the big mess that it is," she said.

Ellie Stutzman visited the hospital's Facebook site once, and responded
to someone else's post asking why people were getting shot at 3 a.m.

"I made a comment that people that were getting shot at 3 in the
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morning were probably trying to just sell their Bibles on the way to church," she said.

Again, she mentioned no names or races. But in her termination papers, Pinnacle said she discriminated against gunshot

victims and black people, which Ellie found especially offensive.

"My daughter is biracial," she said. "Never discriminated against anybody in my lifetime."

"If | get wind of it and | don't want that type of person associated with my company, | have every right in Pennsylvania to
terminate them," said attorney Todd Shill of Rhoads and Sinon. Shill doesn't represent Pinnacle, but he represents other
companies in such cases. He says this is an at-will state, meaning employers can fire for any reason - or no reason at all.
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Nurses Fired for Facebook Posts Speak Outjabc27 News
"In the world of private business, there's no First Amendment right," he said. "These aren't public employers we're talking about,
these are private employers."
But Harrisburg attorney Robert Mirin disagrees. He represents the three women and is suing for wrongful termination.

"Social networking and conduct away from work is one of the new frontiers," said Mirin. "It's like Captain Kirk, kind of going
where no man and no woman has gone before."

The nurses say they'd like back pay, but more importantly, they want to erase the stigma of being fired.
Pinnacle Health had no comment today. In the past, they've told abc27 the posts were inappropriate and unprofessional.

ER nurses are typically in hot demand, but these nurses are struggling to find jobs. They feel they're being black-balled by
other hospitals because of these firings. These three say they've never been in any trouble or been disciplined at work.
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Latest Comments on "Nurses Fired for Facebook Posts Speak Out"

posted by: Really on 11:34 pm on 03/31/10

More unsolicited comments:

If one is BURNED OUT on a job, it is time to find another one. Also, people need to be aware
that jobs are few and their being fired may NOT have affected not being hired elsewhere. How
does one determine the reason another hospital did not hire them? The hospitals are finding
other means of filling positions now. Skilled nurses are available through programs such as
"Traveling Nurses" and "Agencies".

Yes, nurses are in demand BUT there are classes of nurses out there that are finding it hard to
get hired.

» 35 more posts... join the discussion » report abuse

More News and Videos

ABC 27 Talkback - Story Comments

You need to be a registered member of
abc27 News to leave comments on news stories.

Not a member yet? Click Here to sign up.

Username or Email Address I |

o ~ Top News of the Da
cod NEWS P oo
Password I | Videos
EE Best Job Report in Three Years
Please leave your comments below: Bf Tougher Terrorist Screenings

Saying No to the Insurance Industry
The Conversation: The Census and Race
Lower Your Property Rate

Granny Scams Nearly $1 Million

Jake Tapper on Mass Transit Security

Jobs Comeback: Trend or Temporary?

Making Autism an Asset
Messages that harass, abuse or threaten other members; have obscene or

otherwise objectionable content; have spam, commercial or advertising Supreme Court Takes on Funeral Protests

Ik Ik Ik Ik I

content or inappropriate links may be removed and may result in the loss Conspiracy and Bribery in the Vatican

of your posting privileges. Please do not post any private information

http://www.whtm.com/news/stories/0310/720899.htmI[4/5/2010 10:19:28 AM]


http://oascentral.abc27.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.abc27.com/news/local/L24/2115775683/x02/Accwhtm/abc27TextAlerts_spon/textalert_160x600.jpg/52455068556b75353656554142316755?x
http://www.whtm.com/news/local.html
http://www.whtm.com/news/stories/0310/720899_share.html
http://www.whtm.com/news/stories/0310/720899_share.html
http://www.whtm.com/news/stories/0310/720899_share.html
http://www.addthis.com/feed.php?pub=allbrittoncommunications&h1=http://cfc.whtm.com/rss/?code=locnews&t1=
http://www.mixx.com/
http://www.mixx.com/
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whtm.com%2Fnews%2Fstories%2F0310%2F720899.html
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whtm.com%2Fnews%2Fstories%2F0310%2F720899.html
http://cfc.whtm.com/forums/reportabuse.cfm?forum=71&topic=78045&id=862700
http://cfc.whtm.com/forums/viewmessages.cfm?forum=71&topic=78045
http://cfc.whtm.com/userprofile.cfm

http://abcnews.go.com/

Nurses Fired for Facebook Posts Speak Outjabc27 News

. : ) ER The Conversation: The History of White People
unless you want it to be available publicly. Never assume that you are
completely anonymous and cannot be identified by your posts. B8 Jennifer Hudson Loses the Baby Weight
B8 Here Comes the iPad

Bf LL Cool J Takes on Sarah Palin

--. . o
| & "\\\ - /}f;-. Union

HOME | News | Weather | Features | Video | Sports | Community | Talkback 27 | Contests | Marketplace | Traffic
Employment | Contact abc27 News | Advertising | Advertising Terms and Conditions

TM & © TM & © Harrisburg Television, Inc.

Please read our Privacy Policy. By using this site, you accept our Terms of Service. ZER :_ ? EMISS
Children's Television | EEO Reports | DTV Consumer Education Reports - co IONS
WHTM-TV adheres to the ICRA RATING SYSTEM

Closed Captioning Contact Information

Pages throughout the WHTM website feature links to other sites, some of which are operated by companies unrelated to WHTM-TV.
WHTM-TV has no control over the content or availability of any linked site.

Legal Notices. "TM & © Harrisburg Television, Inc.", recognizes the privacy interests of visitors to this site on the Internet.

Satellite Home Viewer Act Information | WHTM EEO Reports CLICK HERE
{ts '2010-04-01 04:20:40%

http://www.whtm.com/news/stories/0310/720899.html[4/5/2010 10:19:28 AM]


http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3973/c/1a4/%2a/h;220120947;0-0;0;43736678;3454-728/90;34610560/34628438/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bzd8EPfG5S9OBFZTCzQWq5bHlBuvfoL0B1YzOug6j7o2CFwAQARgBIPzYrw04AFCAx-HEBGDJ3pWM0KTcEaABzdXY6QOyAQx3d3cud2h0bS5jb226AQk3Mjh4OTBfYXPIAQnaATFodHRwOi8vd3d3LndodG0uY29tL25ld3Mvc3Rvcmllcy8wMzEwLzcyMDg5OS5odG1smAL-A7gCGMACBMgCn-a4EKgDAdEDUiNiEiEbl6boA70F6AOFBugDogPoAzz1AwAAAESIBAGQBAGgBALABMHCoOME&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwGBjoJjzUBGKwMH7iZEYDtX7aGdg&client=ca-pub-5325674143485495&adurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.truecredit.com/%3Fenurl%3Dtruecredit.com/%3Fam%3D2033
http://cfc.whtm.com/external.cfm?p=privacy
http://cfc.whtm.com/external.cfm?p=terms
http://cfc.whtm.com/external.cfm?p=childprog
http://cfc.whtm.com/external.cfm?p=eeo
http://cfc.whtm.com/external.cfm?p=dtvreports
http://www.fosi.org/cms/
http://cfc.whtm.com/external.cfm?p=ccreport
http://cfc.whtm.com/external.cfm?p=shva
http://cfc.whtm.com/external.cfm?p=eeo
http://www.whtm.com/
http://www.whtm.com/news/
http://www.whtm.com/weather/
http://www.whtm.com/
http://cfc.whtm.com/videoondemand.cfm
http://www.whtm.com/sports/
http://cfc.whtm.com/community
http://cfc.whtm.com/whtm/talkback
http://www.whtm.com/
http://cfc.whtm.com/whtm/marketplace/
http://cfc.whtm.com/whtm/trafficcams.cfm
http://cfc.whtm.com/jobs/getjobs.cfm?id=38
http://cfc.whtm.com/contact.cfm
http://cfc.whtm.com/external.cfm?p=advertise
http://static.wjla.com/salestermsandconditions.pdf
http://cfc.whtm.com/outclick.cfm?code=irideshost&link=http://www.irides.com/response/allbrittontv.html

	whtm.com
	Nurses Fired for Facebook Posts Speak Out|abc27 News




	JpZXMvMDMxMC83MjA4OTkuaHRtbAA=: 
	searchform: 
	k: enter search term
	input3: 


	JpZXMvMDMxMC83MjA4OTkuaHRtbAA=: 
	quicksignup: 
	email: 
	Go: 


	JpZXMvMDMxMC83MjA4OTkuaHRtbAA=: 
	form13: 
	username: 
	password: 
	comments: 
	input0: 


	JpZXMvMDMxMC83MjEyNzAuaHRtbAA=: 
	searchform: 
	k: enter search term
	input3: 

	quicksignup: 
	email: 
	Go: 

	form13: 
	username: 
	password: 
	comments: 
	input0: 




